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St. Lux XIII, Ver. 2, 3. 
450 Te ofus onfovering, ſaid unto them, ſuppoſe 


ye that theſe Galileans were Sinners above 
all the Galileans, becauſe 88 fe ifiered ſuch 
Things ? 


I tell. you, nay ; but ny Je repent, De ſhall 


all We pert h. 


H E N Jeſus was at a certain time 
inſtructing his Diſcples, and the 
People, who were gathered in 
great Crouds about him, ſome, who were then 
preſent, took occaſion to mention to him the 
miſerable Fate of the Galileans, whoſe Blood 


Pilate had mingled with their Sacrifices.— The 


Story of thoſe unhappy Perſons is thus told, — 
They were the enthuſiaſtic Followers of one Ju- 


das Gaulonites, who had inſinuated to them that 
they were the Lord's People, and, therefore, un- 


der no Obligation to pay Tribute to Cz/ar, or 


acknowledge any other King but him ; where- 


upon, when they came to Jeruſalem at the Pal- 
lover, Pilate, the Roman Governor, being in- 
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formed of the ſeditious Principles they had been 
Propagating amongſt the Zews there, and elſe. 
where, ſurpriſed, and fell upon them, as they 
were ſacrificing in the Temple, and flew them: 


To which our Saviour ſubjoined another remark- 
able Inſtance, of eighteen Perſons, on whom the 


Tower in Siloam fell, and deſtroyed them; and! 


could give you many more of the like kind, but 


the Time allotted me will not ſuffer me at pre- 
ſent. However, one I muſt not omit, becauſe 


it is the principal Occaſion of our aſſembling 
together this Day,—and that is the dreadful 


Earthquake which happened at L:i/bon, and feve- 
ral other Places, on the Firſt of November laſt; 


whereof a particular and authentic Account has 


been tranſmitted to us, the moſt univerſal and 


deſtructive that ever was heard of; for it not q 


extended itſelf with the utmoſt Rage and Vio- 
lence through all their maritime Coaſt, but was 
likewiſe felt, more or leſs, almoſt all over Ei. 


rope, and at Sea as well as by Land; and, f 
Credit may be given to more than common 


Report, in this Neighbourhood, at Cobham, 
but a few Miles from this Place, the Water 


„ l Pond Was agitated, all on a ſudden, about 


the ſame time, in ſo ſurpriſing a Manner, as evi- 
dently diſcovered Ie. by the ſingularity of its 
Motion, to be the Effect of the ſame extraordi- 
nary Shock, whereby that famous City, the Ca- 

pital 


1 


pital of the Kingdom of Portugal, the Royal 


Seat of their Kings, and a Patriarchal See, one 


of the faireſt and richeſt Cities of Europe, is, in 


| a manner, totally deſtroyed, with a prodigious 
many of its Inhabitants, as well as moſt of its 
ſtately Edifices, the chief of their immenſe Trea- 


ſure, magnificent Furniture, and mercantile Ef. 
fects; and what was not buried in the Ruins, 
was generally afterwards conſumed by the 
Flames, which ſoon ſpread themſelves all over 


it, and burnt ſeveral Days with ſo much fury, 
| that, as one writes from thence, Liſhon is no 
more ! and this is not the firſt Time it hath ſuf- 


tered by the ſame Calamity ; for, in the Year 


1:51, an Earthquake likewiſe threw down two 
Hundred of its Houſes, beſides Churches and 
Monaſteries, and ſhattered ſix Hundred more, 


and one Thouſand of its Inhabitants periſhed, 


the reſt eſcaping to the Fields ; but the Deſola- 


tion then was not ſo great, it has wonderfully 


increaſed in its Wealth and Buildings lince, as 


well as Number of its Inhabitants, and was grown 
o ſuperb and grand, and had been a conſider- 
able time, that it was a Proverb in their Lan- 
guage; in Engliſh thus: He Who hath not 


[cen Lisbon hath ſeen nothing that 1s good; and 


was ſill increaſing | in Pomp and Magnificence, 
and growing more and more populous every 


Day. And now, alas! nothing is to be ſeen of 
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her, but a Heap of Rubbiſh and Confuſion 
It has fared with her, as it often doth with vs 


poor Mortals, after much Care, Labour and Ex. 
pences to build us up, and render us fit for the 
Service of Mankind, Death frequently come 
ſuddenly and unexpectedly upon us, in the Prime 
and Vigour of our Days, diſſolves thoſe earthly 
Houſes of this Tabernacle, and crumbles them 
into Duſt ; ſo this great and flouriſhing City, 


which, to ſpeak in Scripture Phraſe, was lifted 
up to Heaven, like that whoſe Downfal our ds. 
viour propheſied of in the Goſpel, Capernaun 
mean, is thruſt down into Hell, and from that 


very ereat Height of Grandeur, to which ſhe 
was exalted, ſhe is fallen as it is ſaid of Bahlin 


the Great, ſhe is fallen into the Depth of De- 
| ſtruction, and probably will never riſe more; all 
which are extraordinary Caſes, eſpecially this 
laſt And what ſhall we ſay of it? Aſtoniſhing 


Event! how uncertain is the Deſtiny of the 
greateſt Cities and Kingdoms, as well as of the 


proudeſt Mortals ! moſt fatal Cataſtrophe ! i 


we conſider the infinite Damages ſuſtained by it, 
and what Multitudes were in a Minute, or two, 
hurried out of the World, without any Warn— 
ing, by ſo violent a Death ; well might the at- 
frighted and trembling Ibanez who all of 
a ſudden felt the ſtrange convulſive Motion of 
the Earth under them, looked up and faw the 

loity 


11 


jofty Buildings reeling like a drunken Man, tot- 
tering and tumbling down about them; heard 
the awful Cracks of the Beams Aascnted and 
rent aſunder by the Violence of the Concuſ- 
ſion, and the prodigious Sound of the ponderous 
Weights falling on the Ground, the Groans of 
the Dying, and perceived the Numbers of the 


Dead, expecting the next Moment to be ſwal- 


lowed up themſelves, every Thing in the ut- 
moſt Confuſion, ſtand amazed at the wonderous 
Sight, and imagine, as many of them did, that 
the whole Frame of Nature was diſſolving, and 


the World at an End; eſpecially when they be- 


held immediately upon this, the Sky over them 
covered with a horrid Darkneſs ſpringing out of 
he Ruins, the City all on fire, and the Flames 
aſcending up to Heaven, as if it was the laſt, 
and general Conflagration. Inconceivable De. 
folation ! and how melancholy the Fate of them, 
who ſurvived to tell the diſmal Tale ! it is im- 
poſſible to paint the dreadful Scene. But is this 


all it portends ? Or is the whole Deſign of it on- 


ly to terrify and amaze, and ſet the World a 


wondering? Iſaiah ſays, When the Fudements of 


Cod are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World 
will learn Righteouſneſs. And cannot we find out 


ſome more inſtructive and important Meaning 
in it? 


As 
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As often as any thing of this kind happens 


it occaſions much Speculation ; and various are 
Mens Conjectures about it. Some attribute i 
to Chance; others to Fate; and others, again, 
to the Influence of the Heavenly Bodies, or 
the Sufferers being born under an unlucky 
Planet; many, to the Power and Malice gf 
the Devil, which was the Cauſe of all Job's 


Misfortunes; whilſt not a few, who believe 


God to be the righteous Governor of the World, 


allowing nothing to natural Cauſes, look on 
it to be an immediate Puniſhment from Hea- 
ven, inflicted on them for their Sins; and 
Multitudes, confidering that the Generality of 


Men are Sinners very much alike, and that 
theſe Calamities are oftentimes only ſingle, and 
never univerſal, conceit they are greater Sin- 
ners than others, becauſe they ſufſer ſuch Things, 
And this ſeems to be the moſt common Op! 


nion; what Mankind, ignorant of the Reatons 
of God's Actings, being led away by their Un- 


charitableneſs on one Hand, and Self-love on 
the other, have becn always prone to think, 
whenever any Man, ana cipecialiy whole Bodies 
and Socicties of Men, as Kingdoms, Cities, or 
Towns, have been ſuddenly deſtroycd, or ſul- 


tered greatly, either by the Sword, Peſt: lence, 
or Famine ; by Fire, as did a great Part of 
your Dwellings not many Years ago, Within 

the 


XP] 
the Memory of many now living, who were 
Eye- witneſſes of it; by Inundations, Earth- 
quakes, or any other remarkable Calamity z 


they have been very ready to ſuppoſe, this was 


not only a Judgment upon them for their Sins, 
which I ſhall not diſpute in all Caſes of this 
Nature, for I could give you ſeveral ſuch in 
Sacred Writ; but that they were greater Sin- 
ners than others. So, *tis highly probable, rea- 
ſoned they who told our Saviour of the Gali- 


leans, by his Anſwer to them; and the Diſ- 


ciples, concerning him that was born blind, 
who aſked him, whether it was ne, or his Parents, 
had fined, that he was thus born different from 


| the reſt of Mankind; imagining, according to 


the Platonick and Pythagorean Principles, which 
the Eſſenes, a famous Sect of the Jews, eſpouſed 5 
at that Time, that this was a Puniſhment upon 
him, either for the Sins he had committed him- 


ſelf in ſome other Body, or before he came 
Into the World, or for the Sins of his Parents. 


And in like manner did the Barbarians about 


St. Paul; who, when they faw a Viper, which 


had been ſleeping in the Wood wherewith they 
kindled a Fire for him, come out of it, being 
rouzed by the Heat, and faſten on his Hand, 
laid amongſt themſelves, No doubt this Man 
was a Murderer, whom though he eſcaped the Sea, 


Jet Vengeance” fſuffereth not to live: And they 


EX - 
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expected every Moment when he would, haye 


fallen down dead. But when, after waiting 


ſome Time for the Event, they perceived he 
received no Harm, they changed their Opinion, 


and on the contrary, upon the ſame Principle, 
concluded he was a God (as they at Lyſtra did, 
on another Occaſion, ) ſome divine Perſon, 
either Hercules, whom they worſhipped in that 
Iſland, or ſome other God, come down, in hu- 
man Shape, to viſit them. And, Ages before 


fliction, Remember, I pray thee, . who ever pe- 


riſhed being innocen? Or where were the Ripb— 
tous cut of? Even I have ſeen, they that plant 
Iniguity, and ſow  Wickedneſs, reap the ſame, 


By the Blaſt of God they periſh, and by the. Breath 


F his - Noſtrils they are conſumed. And this 


proves it to be a very ancient and prevailing 


Opinion, moſt of which are Inſtances of ſingle 
Perſons -only ; but when large Bodies are de- 


ſtroyed - together, as has happened lately at 


Liſben, this is more publick and-ſtriki.g,. and 


liable to much greater Suſpicions. And,! 


doubt not, the ſame Argument has ſerved here, 
under the heavy Calamities which have befallen 
the Portugueſe, to fill the Minds of many with 


the ſame Reflections upon them; raiſed in them 
a Jealouſy atleaſt; it they have not put it down 


for a Demonſtration, that thoſe unhappy Peo- 
—- ple 


* bh. As. 
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ple were not only great Sinners, but greater 


Sinners than others, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 


Things. 
And this may be your 1 likewiſe; 
but if it be, excuſe my Freedom in telling 


| you, it is not only arbitrary and precarious, | 


but wrong : And this our Saviour has proved, 
by two of the Inſtances before us; ſaying, to 


them who had entertained this Opinion of them, 


J tell you nay; but except ye repent, ye ſhall all 


| fikewiſe periſh. Which is a peremptory Denial 


of all ſuch ill-grounded Suſpicions, as well as 
a ſevere Reflection upon all who harbour them 
bn any ſuch Occaſions; and a full Anſwer to 


| moſt of the Calamities that are incident to Man- 


kind; at leaſt to all thoſe which are evidently 
the Effects of natural Cauſes ; or the Folly and 


| Wickedneſs of others, which are of a large 


Extent, and comprehend the greateſt Part of 
them, and where God himſelf does not viſibly 
interpoſe, by any external Signs and Tokens, to 
warrant a different Sentence upon them. Noy 
that I would exclude the great Governor of the 
Univerſe from any Part of it, or inſinuate that 
he has not adapted Cauſes to their Effects, and 
does not by his Providence ſuperintend them, 
and diſpoſe of all human Events; when not a 


Sparrow falls to the Ground withcut our Father ;; 


end the very Hairs of our Head are every one num- 
C bered 


e 


Fro] 
bered by. him: That Mankind are not all of 
them Sinners, and ſome very great, and that 
they do not deſerve the Evils they ſuffer; tha 


no Man, or Societies of Men, were ever pu- 
niſhed for their Iniquities; and that theſe un- 


happy Perſons were not puniſhed for theirs, 


our Saviour intimates no ſuch Thing: But al} 
I contend. for is, that God's dealing ſo with Any, 


at any Time, is no Argument that they. are 
greater Sinners than others: And I have Hi 
charitable and unerring Judgment on my Side 
which. is of, more Authority than all other Con- 
Owe whatſover. 

In puniſhing a ſinful Nen, or r People, 


0 God ſeems often to proceed in the Way of 


Decimation, practiſed by the ancient Romans; 


who, when a conſiderable Number had been 


guilty of Deſertion, or any other capital Of- 
fence, did not put all of them to Death; but, 
to ſhew. their Clemency and Moderation on one 


Hand, and ſtrike a Terror on the other, they 
obliged them to draw Lots; and only One out | 


of Ten, and afterwards, when the Cuſtom a. 
tered, One out of Twenty, and One out of a 


Hundred, ſuffered. 


So we frequently ſee Omnipotence exerting 
itſelf in the Government of the World. God, 
as an excellent“ Divine of our Church expreſſes 


Dr. Blackhall, Biſhop of Exeter. . 
, | | 1 * _ 1 0 
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it, commonly lets the Arrows of bis Vengeance fly, 


as it were, at Random, without diſtinguiſbing Per- 


| ſons or Things; jnff 4s if be was not at all con- 


cerned who dere Rricken, and who eſcaped, only 
by way of Example. And it is very evident 
to our Senſes, he doth not always act in this 


World according to the ſtricteſt Rules of Pro- 
portion, by Weight and Meaſure, render to 


every Man according to his Deeds, as he will 
do to the greateſt Nicety and Exactneſs in the 


| next; but the Righteous promiſcuouſly ſuffer 


with the Wicked; and theſe many Times prof- 
per, when they are greatly afflited ; and with- 
out indebting him for a Recompence hereafter ; 
though he will undoubtedly, in Honour of his 
Government, make a Difference betwixt them. 

'Tis a ſufficient Vindication of his Juſtice, that 
he is the Great Sovereign of the Univerſe; and 
we generally deſerve to be puniſhed more than 
weare; and where the Caſe is more intricate, 


as it ſometimes is, he has always Reafons for 
what he doth, and will juſtify his Conduct, 


though they may not appear plainly unto us. 
The Judge of all the Earth cannot but do right; 
and who ſhall call him to an Account, or durſt 


fay unto him, What doſt chou? or Why doſt 


thou ſo? There is one Event io the Righteous and 
to the Wicked, Solomon ſays; and i it is impoſſible, 
by any Thing that is before us, I mean in a 
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National Senſe, to know who are the greatel 
i Sinners, and who not. All Things happen 
1 alike to all, unleſs it be when God is pleaſe 
himſelf to mark them out to us: And there- 
fore, inſtead of cenſuring and condemning other 
for their Misfortunes ; the beſt and wiſeſt Wa 
is, to follow our Saviour's Advice, and make 
that Uſe of it he maſt graciouſly intended, 
This will be for our Advantage, the other only 
expoſes our Folly, and aggravates aur Guilt; 
and without great Caution, we ſhall, on ac. 
count of our Uncharitableneſs, involve our. 
ſelves by it, in much worſe Sufferings than they, 
And the Counſel he gives is, Except ye rept, 
ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. And this is the moſt 
inſtructive Inference from them, and the proper 
Buſineſs of the Day. 

His Moſt Gracious Majeſty, who is ever 
watchful and tender of the Welfare and Proſ- 
perity of all his Subjects, having a deep Senſe 
of the great Calamities which have lately be- 

fallen ſome neighbouring Countries, in Alliance 
ix and Friendſhip with us; and likewiſe conſider- 
= ing the preſent Situation of our public Affairs, 
= which requires our moſt ſerious Attention; be- 
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| ing, in the Iſſue of them, of the greateſt Im- 
| portance to the Happineſs and Security of theſe 
1 Kingdoms; and how manifold and provoking 
| our Sins are; and what dreadful Miſeries v* 
L ſhould 


oo” — Eb -_ mint, — S ** 93 3 — = 


et ſhould ſuffer, if G how! 45 viſit us in the ſame, 
0 or like Manner for them, as. we. deſerve, and 
& | have too much Rea Dh: tG AT; il Ve da not 
" timely forſake them; has ee des at this 


1 Time of moſt imminent Langer, to order! it to 


aj be ſet apart for a publick, and general Faſt; 
ke 


that we might all of us, as one Perſon, humble 


a ourſelves before Almighty God for them; and, 


beg a Bleſſing on our Fleets, and Armies, and 
intercede for the Continuance of his Mercies 
amongſt us. And I hope we, who. are here 


obtain the Ends intended by it, I ſhall ſhew 
what it is to repent ; and what we muſt expect 


er the Conſequence will be if we do, or do not. 
. If we do, we may promiſe ourſelves a favour- 


0 able Event; but if we do not, ye ſhall all like- 
2 wiſe periſh, either in the ſame Manner, or by 


2 ſome other very ſare Calamity : or, ſhould we 
chance to eſcape the Vengeance of Heaven in 


% this World, by a much greater Deſtruction in 


e- he next, we ſhall everlaſtingly periſh, which 


n- MW 3, by far, the en Puniſhment we can 


ſh WW fuffer. 
8 And here I ſhall not entertain you ith a 


xe "long Harangue upon it, but briefly obſerve, to 


5 repent, 


hy our molt earneſt Prayers and Supplications, | 
deprecate his Wrath, implore his Protection, 


preſent, are all met together duly prepared for 
it, And that we may perform it aright, and 


1141 | 
repent, is not to ceaſe from our worldly Ema 
ployments, nor to uſe more Abſtinence than ef 
other Days, to ſet apart a Portion of our Time 
for religious Exerciſes, to come. to Church in 
Obedience to the Royal Proclamation which he 
has enjoined us, and join there in all the Pray- 
ers and Offices compoſed and ordained on the 
Occaſion : To come with a ſad Countenance, 
and appear unto Men to faſt; to be ſorry for, 
and confeſs our Sins, and never forſake them; 
to exchange one Sin for another, and to relin- 
quiſh ſome of our Vices, and retain others; or, 
in general, to make a great Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion, and live in the habitual Practice but of 
one known Sin, though we are poſſeſſed of every 
other Virtue: Is it ſuch a Faſt that I have cho- 
ſen? ſays God by the Prophet, 7/a. lviii. 5. 
To Bote the Head like a Butruſp, and ſpread Sack- 
cloth and Aſhes under us. No; it is not to do 
after the Manner of the cus when they faſted; 
but it is to be renewed: in the Spirit of our Minds 
and become new Creatures; to think differently of 
Reli gion which we have ſo ſnamefully neglected, 
and of the Follies and Vices we have been ſo 
exceſſively fond of; of the Nature, Tendency, 
and Importance of them, from what we did 
before; to hate Vice, and love Virtue; to cet 


to do Evil, and learn to do well; to abandon 


every ſinful Courſe, and live. ſoberly, righteauy, 


| at 4 
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and radi 3 and endeavour 10 walk. in all the 


Commandments of the Lord blameleſs, It is a 
total Change; both of Heart and Life: This is 


| the Faſt that' 1 have choſen, ſays God by the 


ſame Prophet, 10 looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, 


17 undo the heavy Burdens, and let the Oppreſſed 


go free, and io break every Tote; which is more 
peculiarly the Province of Magiſtrates, who 


| are choſen, of God for this Purpoſe, 70 be 4 


Terror ta evil Doers, and @ Praiſe to them that 
do well: And ſhould not only ſet good Ex- 
amples in their own private Conduct, but en- 
deavour to redreſs every Grievance which be- 
longs to the Office within their Juriſdiction, 
diſcountenance and puniſh Vice, and encourage 
and reward Virtue, to the utmoſt of their 
Power. And, 1n general, where we are every 
one of us concerned, according to our Abili- 
ties, to give Bread to thoſe that want, and bring 
the Poor that are caſt out to our Houſes, to feed 
the Hungry, cloath the naked, be humane and 
charitable ; cloathed with every Virtue, and do 

all the Good Offices we can: This is Repent- 

ance, and to. affli the Soul for our own Sins, 
and the Sins of the Nation ; and the only. Me- 
thod we can take, to make this Day an accept- 
able Day unto the Lord, to obtain his Favour, 


to prevail with him to avert his Judgments 
from, and continue his Mercies and Bleſſings 


amongſt 
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aàamongſt us. And here, by way of Encou- 


ragement to it, give me Leave briefly to men- 


tion the happy Situation we of this Nation ars 


in. The Lines are fallen to us in pleaſant Places, 


, yea we have a goodly Heritage: We live in a 


Land flowing with Milk and Honey; that abound 
with the greateſt Plenty and Variety of Blefl. 
ings of any Nation under Heaven, and are ſur. 
rounded with the Riches of the Sea, which 
affords us likewiſe an infinite Store of diyers 
Kinds of them, and ſo happily diſpoſed of by 


Nature, that we can command the choiceſt De. 
| Hicacies of moſt other nations, and Countries of 
the habitable World, whenever we pleaſe; and 
though they coſt ſomewhat more Trouble and 
Expence to tranſplant and import them, we en- 
joy them in as great Plenty and Perfection, at 
leaſt as much as we want, as the Inhabitants and 
Natives of theſe Countries themſelves. 


We live under the beſt of Governments, have 
the beſt of Kings, and the beſt of Laws, and it 
is no ones Fault but theirs who are entruſted 
with the Execution of them, that we do not uni- 
verſally reap the Benefit of them; which is 4 
Misfortune that not only attends us, but all 


other human Governments whatſoever, and wil 
ever remain a Misfortune whilſt Mankind a 
imperfect 1 in this State of Corruption ; And yet 


1 do not know any Country excels us here- 
in, 


6 
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in, that has generally better Magiſtrates, or is 


better governed; but whatever may be wanting 
here, is no Flaw in the Conſtitution itſelf, which 
is as well formed to make us all happy, betwixt 
deſpotic Monarchy on one Hand, and Demo- 
cracy on the other; betwixt theſe two Extremes, 
neither of which can complete the Happineſs of 


any Nation, however they may contribute to the 


mock Grandeur of the Prince, and Madneſs 
of the People; for where the one is, there is 
commonly Tyranny and Slavery, and the other, 
Diſcord and Confuſion: I ſay it is as well form- 
ed, and as perfect, as the Wiſdom of Man can 
make it.— Every one dwells ſafely under his o. 


Vine, and under his own Fig Tree; and, as long 


as the Laws by which we are governed, fo ſtrong- 
ly fenced- in and ſecured, continue to operate 
in their Places, it is impoſſible for any one 20 


make us afraid, Ephraim cannot vex Juda, nor 


Juda vex Ephraim ; but we muſt all enjoy both 
our civil and religious Liberties, in as full Ex- 
tent as the Order, the Peace, and Safety of Socie- 
0) will admit of, or we can reaſonably wiſh for; 


and greater Liberty would be Licentiouſneſs, no 


Bleſung but a Curſe: And what is yet more va- 


wable than all J have ſaid, or can ſay under this 
Head, we have the Bible, from whence we fetch 


vor Religion, and on which our greateſt Hap- 
pinels, our eternal Happineſs depends, in off 
6 Hands 3 
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Hands ; not locked up in a Language the ge⸗ 
nerality do not underſtand, as it was by ignorant 
and deſigning Men in ſome former Ages, and 
is at this very Day in moſt Popiſh Countries; 
but that every one may reap the Benefit of it 
in our own native Tongue, and in as great Per. 
ſpicuity and Perfection, in reſpect of all the funda- 
mentals contained in it, as when it was firſt pub. 
liſhed to the World : In ſhort we waat nothing 
to make us a flouriſhing and a happy nation, and 
we are actually fo in every Thing but ourſelves ; 
and it cannot be denied, what I am ſorry to 
mention, that under all the Advantages and 
Bleſſings we enjoy, we are, notwithſtanding, a 
diſcontented, fractious, ungrateful, divided Peo- 
ple, and that much of our Happineſs is eclipſed 
and deftroyed by it. It is this gives our com- 
mon Enemy, whoſe Machiavilian Policy is to 
divide and deſtroy (for a Kingdom, any more 
than a Houſe, divided againſt itſelf, cannot long 
ſtand) continually ſuch Advantage over us, 
whom we might otherwiſe defy, with all his 
boaſted Legions, his whole combined Force 
could not poſſibly hurt us ; and I hope our Eyes, 


| which have been fo long blinded, begin at laſt 


to be open; it is high time when he hath open- 
ly begun already Hoſtilities againſt us, for which 
he hath been a long while ſecretly preparing, 


and in time of profound Peace and Tranquility, 


ever 
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ever ſince the Ceſſation of the laſt War, and is at 
theGate forming his Batteries, ready for a genera! 
Aſſault; and we are threatened with the Ruin of 
every Thing that is dear and valuable to us, and» 


| by the Sullenneſs of his Councils, we may be ſure 
he will, without ſome unforeſeen, unexpected, 


Turn of Affairs, employ his utmoſt Efforts to de- 


| prive us of it, and accompliſh his treacherous 


Deſigns ; which ſhould, as it has, put every ho. 
neſt Engliſhman on his guard. And the only way 


| to ſecure theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings to ourſelves, 


and perpetuate them to Poſterity, is to lay aſide 


| our party Quarrels and Animoſities, and every 


one to unite and repent. And may we all of us 


begin to do it this Day. This, in caſe the Wrath 


of God be kindled againſt us, if any thing, will 
eppeaſe it. It has been often proved in times of 
the greateſt Calamity and Danger, and many 
have found the Benefit of it; ſo did, for In- 
ſtance, Nineveh, that great and populous City, ſo 
much renowned in Hiſtory and on this very Ac- 
count, when ſhe was devoted to Deſtruction, and 
would have been certainly demoliſhed in forty 
Days time, if ſhe had not repented, Yet forty Days, 
lays the Prophet Forab, who was ſent to warn 
her of it, aud Nineveb ſpall be over thrown , ſhe be- 
lieved and proclaimed a Faſt, andthe King and bis No- 
bles, and all the People humbled themſelves for 
their Sins, and God, wwho ſaw their Works, that 

2 they 


[eo |. 
they turned from their evil Way, repented of thy 
Evil that he ſaid he would do unto them, and he 
did it net. And this has been always his con- 
ſtant Method of dealing with ſinful Nations; he 
declared it himſelf by his Prophet Feremiah tg 
the Jews, ſaying, At what Inſtant I ſhall ſpe 
concerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, 
to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy it; 
if that Nation, againſt} whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil Ways, I will repent of th, 
Evil that I thought to do unto them. And we 
go not find, in all the Hiſtory of that People, 
one Inſtance wherein he, at any Time, varied 
from it. And, for the ſame Reaſon, if we 
turn from our evil Way, and the Violence that is 


in our Hands; though our Deſtruction be threat. 


ened, and ſeems to be very near; he will tum 
away his Wrath from, have Mercy on, and 
ſave us. But if, on the contrary, we repent 
not, we ſhall all likewiſe periſh. This our Sa- 
viour meant primarily of the Jets; and it ws 
not long before it was literally executed upon 
them, in a moſt terrible Manner; eſpecially al 

the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, when ſuch an in- 


finite Number of them were put to the Swords | 


and ſlain by the Fall of the Towers and Porche: 
of the Temple upon them; and their Blood 
was ſpilt round the very Altar. But it is 
equaily true of us, and all other States and 

= King- 
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Kingdoms, for the ſame Reaſon. For theſe 


Things happened unto them for E nſamples, * 


| and were written for our Admonition, upon 
whom the Ends of the World are come. We 
hall all likewiſe periſh, either 1 in 1 this World, or 
the next, except we repent. 


And why may we not expect it in this, and 
by the very ſame Inſtruments, the Golilears, and 


| thoſe Eighteen in Jeruſalem, ſuffered ? Which 
was by the Sword, and the Fall of a heavy 
| Pile of Buildings on their Heads. You have 


heard what a dreadful Deſtruction of the laſt 


| Kind, the greateſt we read of in Hiſtory, ever 
E ſince the Creation, has lately happened to 
our diſtreſſed Friends and Allies the Portu- 


gueſe, by an Earthquake ; ; which threw down 


their Churches, Monaſteries, and a Multitude 


of other ſtately Buildings, upon them, and 
cruſhed them to Death. And we are every 
Moment liable to the ſame Misfortune ; unleſs 
you will ſay, we are better guarded by Nature, 
or more the Favourites of Providence, than 
they were, But who, hitherto, has been Phi- 
loſopher enough to penetrate to the Center of 
the Earth, and inſpect the Bowels of it? Or 
even to diſcover the Quantity of Combuſtibles 
which is contained in any Part of it, either in 
this Iand, or elſewhere? Earthquakes are no 


bew Things in England, though they have not 


been 
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been ſo frequent or deſtructive here, as in ſome 
other Countries; and Iſlands, generally, and al 
Places near the Sea, are moſt ſubject to them: 
On which Account, it is conjectured, Neptun, 
the pretended God of it, was by the Ancienty 
ſtiled, Shaker of the Earth, And it is not 
many Years ago, we were, at a ſmall Diſtance 

from one another, ſurpriſed by Two Shocks of 
them, which made many of our Hearts trem- 
ble: And who knows how ſoon we may have 
another; and how fatal it may be? Liſſon was 
no more apprehenſive of theirs, the Moment 
before it happened, than we are: And yet, 

what a ſudden and univerſal Deſtruction fell 

upon them! And for what Cauſes do we judge 
that we are more the Favourites of Heaven, 
than they? Or that the very next Shock wil 
not ſwallow us up, and render our Condition ay 
calamitous as theirs? We have, it is true, and 
bleſſed be God for it, the Proteſtant Religion 


ſtill, and veen often preſerved from Ruin, when 


we have been in the greateſt Danger of it: But 
though we have no ſuch Popery, or Inquiſition, 
amongſt us, as there is at Liſbon ; and God has 
been often our Friend, are we more charitable 
towards one another, more reformed, or our 
Impieties grown leſs, for the Favours we have 


received? We might then, perhaps, entertain 


ſome favourable Hopes, 171 18 evident we are 
not; 
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not; and that Atheiſm, Infidelity, Profaneneſs, 
and the Spirit of Perſecution (which are che 
Things that deſervedly draw down the Judg- 
ments of Heaven on a ſinful Nation, where 
| they abound), prevail amongſt all Parties, as 
moch as ever, if they have not increaſed ; 
e which is a high Aggravation of our Guilt, 
f And will not God viſit us for theſe 5 Moſt af- 
- WH furedly he will, if we go on in our Wickedneſs: 
ewe have no Reaſon to expect better Treat- 
s ment. According to the wiſeſt Obſeryations, 
there is a certain fixed Time for the Overthrow 


t; of ſinful Cities, and Kingdoms, when their Ini- 
Il quities are full, and-there are no Hopes left of 
Te their Reformation, beyond which, God's Pa- 
n, tience will not wait. One Hundred and Twenty 
il Years was the Space allotted for the old World 
a; Wl to repent in: Sodom and Gomorrah would have 


been ſaved, had there been but Ten righteous 
Perſons found amongſt them; Jeruſalem had 
is Day, before the Things which belonged to 
their Peace were for ever hid from their Eyes; 
nd had not the City of Nineveb turned from 
the Evil of their Ways, Forty Days more 
ble would have entirely completed their Deſtruc- 
our I tion: Or, if we do not periſh by an Earth- 
ave I Wake, we. may be deftroyed by the Sword. 
ain Iltis but a few Years ago, was broke, the Neck 
are of a Rebellion, which had ravaged a great Part 
ot; of 


berland, fired with Indignation at the Robberies 
they had committed, and his Country's Wrongy, 
ſtruck home, and made theſe bluſtering Hefer:, 
with their Targets, and broad Swords, pay dear 
for their rebellious and inſolent Attempt; the 


George I. and we are, at this Time, engaged in 
a bloody and deſtructive War in America, by 
which Numbers have miſerably periſhed; and 
are threatened with another in Europe, more 
bloody and deſtructive than that; as bloody 3 


Land; though We may flatter ourfelves with 
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: of Scotland, and afterwards ſeveral northers V 


Parts of England, plundered the publick Trea. n 
ſure, the Rebels acting the Part of free Booten MM © 


where-ever they ſtroled, ſeized one of the Cx. f, 
ſtles, and penetrated a great Way into the King. WM 4 
dom, without Controul; defeated Part of our 1 

Forces, and intimidated others; before our In. 


tiſb Hero, his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cum- ci 


like whereunto happened in the Reign of King 


War as ever was kindled, be the Event never f 


ſo favourable; and, I hope, ſhall have the like t 


good Succeſs. But how ſhall we be certain 0: . 


this? As well prepared as we may be for it, ml 8: 
as hearty and unanimous in carrying it on (and F 
never was the Nation more united in ſupporting I] * 
any Deſign); ; the Race i is not always to the Swift, V 
nor the Battle to the Strong : Nor have we, at 
this Time, any ſuperior Force to boaſt of, by . 
| 
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Victory at Sea: And this, as ſanguine as we 
may be, we can be no more ſecure of than the 
other. And ſhould it be our unhappy Fate to 
fall before our Enemies; what dreadful Havock 
and Deſtruction muſt enſue! Farewel to every 
Thing that is valuable to us as Eugliſumen, and 
Proteſtants : We ſhall have nothing left worth 
contending for. The Moment we are con- 
quered, we are ruined; deprived of a Form of 


Government the beſt conſtituted, to make its 
| Subjects happy, of any Form of Government 


in the World; of our Trade, the greateſt Sup- 
port of the Kingdom; which furniſhes us with 
Money, the Sinews of War; enables us to 
maintain Forces by Land, and ſend Fleets to 
dea; without which, we ſhould be wholly de- 
fenceleſs, and become an eaſy Prey to any po- 
tent State that might be diſpoſed to invade us 


and of the covetous, ambitious Attempts of 


foreign Potentates, and who have fucceeded in 
their Attempts : We have had many Inſtances 
in this Iſland, before it was united under one 
Head, and the Government ſettled on the happy 
Foundation on which it now ſtands; and not 
only deprived of theſe invaluable Privileges) 
which are peculiar to us, our Glory, wherein 
we out-ſhine, and are the Envy of all other Go- 
vernments and Nations, but of the Proteſtant 


Succeſſion, and Proteſtant Religion, which is 
E | indebted ; 


To. 


| indebted to it for its Preſervation, and Continu- 


ance with us; our civil and religious Liberties; 


our Properties, and Lives; and made a Pro- 
vince to France, or the Vaſſals of ſome arbitrary 
Prince, who, however artfully he may diſguiſe 
kimſelf, before he has got us abſolutely in hi 
Power, will ſoon throw off the Maſque, and, 
notwithſtanding all his ſpecious Declarations, 
rule us with a Rod of Iron, and inſtead of 
Whips, chaſtiſe us with Scorpions; and we 
ſhould find, by woful Experience, as much as 
we complain of the heavy Zoke put upon us, bis 
Little Finger much thicker than the Loins of tht 
Prince we live under. Nor would many of the 
Complainants, as full of Expectations as they 
may be, from a Change of Government, fare 
much better themſelves ; we ſhould become Bee- 
gars and Slaves, as thoſe Countries generally 
are, where Popery and arbitrary Power prevail; 
have a Religion as void of Humanity, as it 
is full of Superſtition, though called by the 
Name of Chriſtianity, and the Profeſſors of it 
the Holy Catholic Church, impoſed on us from 
Rome, and be as much entlaved in our Conſc: 
ences, as in our Eſtates, our Liberties, and Lives: 
In ſhort, we ſhould undergo a thorougn Revo- 
lation both in Church and State, and all would 
be Ruin and Deſtruction round about us. This 
will be our miſerable Situation, ſhould God ft- 
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fer the Enemy to proſper. Or, ſhould we be de- 
livered from the Sword; a Peſtilence, or Famine, 


| would as effectually do the Buſineſs, as any other 


dire Calamity. And we have had a terrible 
Piſtemper for many Years paſt amongſt the Cat- 
le, very much a-kin to them, and how eaſy is 
it, by changing the Subject, for God, in the 
Courle of his Providence, to convert the Mur- 


| rain, or whatever it be that has deſtroyed ſuch 


Multitudes of them, into a Plague, as deſtruc- 
tire to Men; or by ſuffering it more univerſally 
to reign, endanger, and bring on a Famine upon 


us. Nothing more facil than for him to do 


this or, if he is pleaſed to ſpare our Lives, and 


not to permit either theſe, or any other great Evil 


to befal us in this World, which is more than 
ve deſerve, we ſhall eternally periſh in the next; 

wherefore let us rent our Hearts, and not our 
Garments, and turn unto the Lord our God, 

Who is gracious and merciſul, ſlow to Anger, 
and of great Kindneſs, and repenteth him of the 
Evil ; what we have in hand, and what we have 
Reaſon to expect, are the ſtrongeſt Inducements 
o it. And I hope you have been very fincere 
in the Prayers and Supplications you have this 
Day offered up to Almighty God; and that he 


who has ſo often heard us in our Diſtreſs, and 


ſo wonderfully preſerved us, will be intreated = 


by us. But then let me obſerve to you (and 
7 
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what I am about to ſay, is founded on moſt cer- 


tain Experience), if we would obtain the Bleſ. 


ſings we have now prayed to God for, we muſt 
not imagine, though we have been ever ſo de. 
vout, that all is done which is required of ys, 
we mult not only repent here (and relapſe into 
the ſame Vices we have repented of, when we 
go hence), but continue to live according to thi 
good Beginning, pray and repent in our Cloſet 
at home, and in our Families, as well as a 
: Churc h, and bring forth Fruits meet for Re. 
pentance all our Days; ; ſo, and not elſe, may we 
expect God will have Mercy on us, defend and 
deliver us from all our Enemies, and from what: 
ver other national Calamities may threaten us, 
The not doing this was the fatal Error of God's 
peculiar People the Jews, and at laſt proved their 
entire Deſtruction ; and, ſhould we Chriſtians and 
Proteſtants, fall into the ſame Miſtake, weſhould, 
notwithſtanding we are ſo higl ghly favoured bj 
him, a hixewi/e periſh ; and the generality 0 of 
us are ſo fondly wicked, have ſo little Senſe 0 
Religion, of our Duty either to God or out 
Neighbour, are ſo grievoully corrupted in our 
Principles and Manners, that if we do not ſpe- 
dily reſolve upon it, it is much to be feared the 
Time is near at hand. I pray God, therefore, ve 
may reſorm all of us, from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, and follow the Things which belong to 


of 
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our Peace, before it is too late, and they are 
for ever hid from our Eyes ; of thine infinite 
Mercy grant it, and that “the Words which 
« we have this Day heard with our outward 
« Fars, may be fo grafted inwardly in our 
« Hearts, that we may bring forth the Fruits of 


good living, to the Honour and Praiſe of 


« thy Holy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
„Lord, to whom be Glory for ever, Amen,” 


F FN I 


